
April 8, 2014 
 
Dear Newington Resident and Taxpayer: 
 
On behalf of the Town of Newington, we present the Town Council’s Adopted Fiscal Year 2014-2015 budget for the General 
Government operations and the Board of Education.  This budget is no different than past budgets presented to you in that we are 
faced with increased costs with limited revenue growth. 
 

 FY 2013-14 FY 2014-15 $ Change % Change 
Total Town Budget $106,058,696 $110,083,292 $4,024,596 3.8% 

 
 
Budget Overview 
The adverse theme of limited grand list growth and no state aid growth places most of the burden on maintaining town services and 
educational priorities strictly on an increase in the tax rate. As illustrated below, the town’s tax base grew less than 1%. Although, this 
is a small growth, it is significant in that it is the first growth in the grand list in three years. 
 

TOWN OF NEWINGTON 
2013 NET GRAND LIST 

CATEGORY 2012 2013 PERCENT DOLLAR 
 Grand List Grand List CHANGE CHANGE 
REAL ESTATE $2,188,702,373 $2,197,055,035 0.4% $8,352,662
PERSONAL PROPERTY $134,889,100 $136,146,200 0.9% $1,257,100
MOTOR VEHICLE $213,855,277 $216,032,070 1.0% $2,176,793
TOTAL $2,537,446,750 $2,549,233,305 0.5% $11,786,555
     

MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT EXEMPTION   

  2012 2013 PERCENT DOLLAR 
  Grand List Grand List CHANGE CHANGE 
GROSS PP $203,070,880 $205,421,100 1.2% $2,350,220
MFG & OTHER $68,181,780 $69,274,900 1.6% $1,093,120
NET PP $134,889,100 $136,146,200 0.9% $1,257,100



 
 
General Government Expenditures 
 
The adopted Town Government Operations budget for FY 2014-2015 is $32,325,862, an increase of $1,535,345, or 5% from FY 
2013–2014. Of the 5% increase, approximately $1 million is for medical cost and pension increases. This leaves only approximately 
$500,000 for all other increased costs; including utilities, fuel, wage increases, and maintaining of programs. 
 
 
Board of Education 
 
The adopted budget includes an increase in the Board of Education budget of $1,942,601 or 2.9%.  
 
 
Metropolitan District Commission (MDC)  
 
The Town of Newington is a member of a regional authority that provides water and waste water (sewer) service to the Town of 
Newington and seven other regional entities.  The MDC funding for FY2014-15 is $3,216,800, an increase of $114,550 or 3.7%. In 
comparison to the 5% increase for FY 2013-14, this funding is a slight decrease in the growth of this budget by approximately 
$35,000. 
 
Debt Service 
 
Last fiscal year the town had a significant decrease in debt service. This was due to a one time financing of our long – term debt with 
favorable borrowing interest rates. This one-year reduction was approximately $760,000 in savings. The Town must now revert to its 
regular debt service schedule and the increase in that service for next year is approximately $201,175 or 13.6%. In perspective, 
Newington’s total debt service is less than 2% of its operating budget which is one of the lowest debt ratios in the State.   
 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
 
In fiscal year 2007–2008 the town instituted an aggressive Pay-As-You-Go program for capital replacement and construction. Since 
then, the town has been able to fund its capital projects and equipment consistently over the last six years. This year the Pay-As-
You-Go funding in the Capital Improvement Program $4,731,328 or a 5.1% increase.   
 



The chart below illustrates that future borrowing will not increase the budget. In addition to the Pay-As-You-Go projects, Newington 
will be working on a long-term plan for the Town Hall and Mortensen Community Center renovations. It must be emphasized that the 
additional debt service has already been incorporated into our budget from previous years and will not increase the tax rate. 
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Capital Improvement Program Proposed For Fiscal Year 2014–2015 
 
Project Title $ 
General Property Improvements 100,000 
Town Buildings Mechanical Reserve 35,000
Town Hall Emergency Generator (critical systems only) 187,000
Information Technology Reserve 231,200
Revaluation 2015 110,000



Police Records Management and CAD Replacement 100,000
Radio Replacement Reserve 40,000 
Fire Company 1 Shingled Roof Replacement 50,000
Fire Company 1 Heating System Replacement 37,000
Garfield Street/Town Hall Site Improvements 650,000
Road Resurfacing and Reconstruction 78,852
Drainage Improvements 55,000
Sidewalk and Stone Wall Repair  60,000 
Volunteer Ambulance Sidewalks, Drainage & Site Improvements 38,000
Public Building Resurfacing Program  75,000 
Single Stream Recycling Containers Lease Payment 111,594 
Traffic Signal Replacement Reserve 25,000 
102” Snow Thrower Attachment for Loader 75,000
Marcap Property Acquisition 554,188
Library Automated Collection Management System Phase II 70,300
Park & Playfield Improvements 125,000 
Recreation Software 75,000 
Synthetic Turf Replacement 25,000
Equipment Replacement Reserve  395,000
Total Town Share 3,303,134
    
Public School Capital Improvement Project Reserve Fund 125,000 
John Wallace PCB Remediation – Wing 7 1,303,194
Total Education Share 1,428,194
    
Grand Total 4,731,328
 
Revenues 
 
As in previous fiscal years the adopted 2014–2015 budget contains little in the way of non-tax revenue increases. Although the state 
budget is projected to contain a surplus this year, no new municipal aid has been proposed in the Governor's budget. The following 
chart represents the major revenue sources: 
 
 
 



Type $ % 
Property Tax 87,006,952 79.0
Non-Tax Revenue 20,676,340 18.8
General Fund Balance  2,400,000 2.2
TOTAL 110,083,292 100.0

 
 
Fund Balance 
  
The fiscal year 2014–2015 budget applies $2,400,000 from the general fund balance, an increase of $150,000 from fiscal year 2013–
2014. The increase is derived from a declared surplus from the Board of Education which assists with financing required to move the 
John Wallace STEM Academy project forward.  This will leave an estimated unassigned fund balance as of June 30, 2014 of 
approximately $13.7 million, or approximately 12.4% of the fiscal year 2014–2015 total appropriations.  This level is consistent with 
sound fiscal policy and is within the criteria established by the credit rating industry. 
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Grand List  
 
October 1, 2013 grand list for Newington shows a net increase of $11,786,555 or a 1/2% increase. Although this is a very slight 
increase, it is the first increase since before the Town underwent revaluation three years ago. There are some moderate size housing 
projects under construction as well as commercial projects that may start construction this fiscal year. If the Town of Newington can 
sustain even modest growth of 1% over the next few years it would increase non-tax revenue from $400,000–$700,000 per year. 
This may not be enough to balance the budget without a tax increase but the increases would certainly be less in the upcoming 
years. This would help counterbalance proposed tax increases in the next few fiscal years. 
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Real Estate 
 
The net real estate grand list increased from $2,188,702,373 to $2,197,055,035, an increase of $8,352,662 or 0.4%.  This is the first 
increase in the real estate grand list since October 1, 2010.  The increase is due to significant new construction that occurred in 
Newington.   The changes to real estate sector of the grand list are illustrated in the table below: 
 

Brown Development  LLC          $3,808,238 Board of Assmt. Appeals -$827,065
Harvest Village LLC $2,324,310 Court & Other Reductions -$1,468,022
Victory Gardens Housing LLC           $2,310,000 Increase in Exemptions -$999,264
Properties with Building Permits $2,046,063 -$3,294,351
Wex - Tuck Realty LLC $1,158,402
Increases $11,647,013
Decreases -$3,294,351
Net Change $8,352,662

Summary of Significant Real Estate Changes to 2013 Grand List

2013 Grand List Increases 2013 Grand List Decreases

 
 
Motor Vehicles 
 
The 2013 motor vehicle component of the grand list increased by approximately $2.2 million dollars, which is 1% over the 2012 grand 
list.  The motor vehicle grand list for 2013 is $216,032,070.   
 
Personal Property 
 
The personal property component of the 2013 grand list experienced an increase of $1,257,100, or 0.9% above the 2012 grand list 
on a net basis.  There were 648 accounts that increased by $19,679,510 while 671 accounts decreased by $13,600,982.  Additional 
manufacturing exemptions offset the increase in asset value for this grand list.



 

RANK TAXPAYER DESCRIPTION GROSS
1 CONNECTICUT LIGHT & POWER CO            UTILITY $37,283,380
2 GKN AEROSPACE NEWINGTON LLC             MANUFACTURING $22,872,680
3 IREIT NEWINGTON FAIR  LLC               SAMS $20,840,428
4 NEWINGTON VF LLC WALMART $19,941,215
5 TLG NEWINGTON LLC                       STOP & SHOP / BOB'S / MICH $17,840,487
6 CENTRO GA TURNPIKE PLAZA LLC            PRICE CHOPPER/DICKS $17,360,000
7 NEWINGTON GROSS LLC                     STEW LEONARDS $17,150,000
8 MANDELL PROPERTIES LLC                  PRINTING/MAILING $14,000,100
9 HAYES KAUFMAN NEWINGTON                 RETAIL $12,903,881
10 SCELZA/ CAMBRIDGE/LANDMARK/BALDWIN APARTMENTS $11,787,839
11 TARGET CORPORATION  T 1802              RETAIL $10,829,620
12 BALF/TILCON CONNECTICUT INC                  MANUFACTURING $10,377,980
13 RENO PROPERTIES II LLC                  MANUFACTURING $10,020,606
14 LOWES HOME CENTERS INC #623             RETAIL $9,870,000
15 FURNITURE EXECUTIVES NO 4 L P           RETAIL $9,800,000
16 HARTFORD HOSPITAL                       APARTMENTS/LAB $9,621,137
17 SUNBELT RENTALS INC                     RENTAL $8,710,600
18 NEWINGTON 2007 LLC                      MANUFACTURING $8,094,191
19 KOHLER MIX SPECIALITIES LLC             MANUFACTURING $7,096,100
20 BRE SELECT HOTELS PROPERTIES LLC        COURTYARD MARRIOTT $7,083,013
21 SPX CORP                                MANUFACTURING $6,759,570
22 GRISWOLD HILLS OF NEWINGTON LTD PARTNE APARTMENTS $6,668,424
23 CONNECTICUT NATURAL GAS CORP            UTILITY $6,549,780
24 EDAC TECHNOLOGIES CORP                  MANUFACTURING $6,318,490
25 BERLIN NEWINGTON ASSOCIATES LLC         RETAIL $6,300,000

TOWN OF NEWINGTON, CT
TOP TWENTY FIVE TAXPAYERS - 2013 GRAND LIST

 
 
 

This list reflects the gross assessment for the properties.  Some accounts receive manufacturing exemptions which reduce the actual 
tax paid. 
 
 
 
 



Mill Rate  
Effective with the October 1, 2013 taxable Grand List, the adopted mill rate for FY 2014-2015 is 34.77 mills, an increase of 1.14 mills 
or 3.4%.  The chart below shows the Town’s history of gradual mill rate increases over the past ten years: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
My appreciation goes to all who assisted in the preparation of the budget proposal, including staff, boards, commissions and other 
interested parties.  Particular thanks goes to Town Manager John Salomone, Finance Director Ann Harter, Deputy Finance Director 
Lisa Rydecki and Executive Assistant Jaime Trevethan, whose tireless work made this budget possible. 
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Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Stephen Woods 
Mayor 
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